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COMPROMISE 

Scripture: 1 Kings 9:1-7, 11:1-11 

I. Introduction: One of the most subtle and seductive landmines in a 
believer’s life is compromise. It will destroy your testimony, your joy, and 
your peace. What seems like a good thing can be the most destructive and 
deadly choice a Christian can make. 

II. Message 

A. A Biblical Example of Compromise: 1 Kings 11:1-11 

 King Solomon was blessed with God’s wisdom. He had wealth, power, and 
respect from His people, but he still compromised God’s plans and His 
laws by marrying foreign wives and adopting their religious practices. 

  
B. Definitions of Compromise: 

• Good Compromise (e.g., choosing a restaurant both friends can enjoy) 
• Bad Compromise 

1.  It results in disobedience to God or His Word, rebellion toward Him, 
or participating in or talking about things that are not of God. 

2.  This kind of compromise usually begins small (e.g., buying “just 
one” lottery ticket or having “just one” drink at a party). 

3. Every time you step across the line and compromise, you endanger 
yourself, even if you don’t realize it (e.g., marrying a non-believer, 2 
Cor. 6:14). 

 
C. The Nature of Compromise: 

• It begins with a little step. 
• Your conscience becomes desensitized to sin. 
• You start defending your choices.     
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D. Reasons for Compromise: 

• Fear of Rejection 
• Fear of Conflict 
• Financial reasons 

 
E. Consequences of Compromise: 

• We lose our fellowship with God. 
• We become desperate for more of whatever tempts us; we’re never 

satisfied. 
• When we compromise our beliefs, for whatever the reason, those 

around us lose respect for us and for our message. 
 

F. How to Avoid the Landmine of Compromise: 

• Make God’s Word your standard of conduct. 
• Begin every day in the Word. 
• Follow the initial promptings of the Spirit rather than your emotions. 
• Make a determination not to compromise in your life. 

 
III. Closing: While it may be tempting to give in to temptation “just once,” 
it’s important to understand that compromise is a slippery slope. Decide 
now that you will not compromise God’s laws, no matter what the 
circumstances. 


