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THE LANDMINE OF SLOTHFULNESS 

Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-16 

I. Introduction: Do you work energetically at your job? Do others see you as 
diligent, reliable, and faithful? Do you live out the life of Christ where you work 
and in how you live? If you don't, you may be committing the sin of 
slothfulness. 

Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-16 

Terminology: The King James Bible uses disorderly which means 
"slothful." The New American Standard typically uses "sluggard." The 
Hebrew word can also be translated as "lazy" or "showing a lack of 
diligence." 

II.  The Characteristics of Slothfulness. 

A slothful person: 

• Procrastinates (Proverbs 20:4). Example: He postpones going to church 
or getting saved. 

• Makes excuses (Proverbs 22:13). Example: "The traffic is too fast." Or, 
"The traffic jam is too long; I can't get into work on time." 

• Wastes his or her time and talents (Proverbs 6:9-11). God wants us to use 
our resources for Him. 

• Is neglectful and careless (Proverbs 24:30-34). He doesn't care for his 
home, his yard, or his appearance. 

• Is undependable (Proverbs 10:26). 
• Is untrustworthy (Proverbs 25:19). 
• Expects others to do for him what he should do for himself (Proverbs 

19:24). 
• Has a distorted view of reality (Proverbs 26:16). He thinks he is fine when 

he is not. 
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III.  The Creator's View of Slothful People. 

• They are rebellious. We are saved by grace to do good works (Ephesians 
2:8-10), but slothful people waste their abilities, skills and talents. They 
damage their testimony too. 

• They waste their spiritual gifts (1 Peter 4:10). They look out for 
themselves (Philippians 2:3-4). 

• They don't work as unto the Lord (Colossians 3:23-24). If every believer 
would work as if Jesus were their boss, we would see the economy 
changed. With each task of our day, we should ask ourselves, "How 
would Jesus handle this?" 

• They misrepresent the Christian life (Ephesians 4:1-3). 
 

IV. The Consequences of Slothfulness 

• Problems – Examples: on your job, in your relationships 
• Pressure – If you fail on your job, that may bring financial pressure, or a 

demotion. 
• Pain – Examples: painful relationships, loss of a job 
• Poverty, both material and spiritual – Someone who is doing as little as 

he or she can is not filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

V. The Cure for Slothfulness 

• Confess to God that you have been slothful; acknowledge that it's a sin. 
• Repent of it. Purpose to change your mind, heart and conduct. 
• Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you to choose daily to avoid 

slothfulness. Begin each day on your knees, asking God to guide and 
strengthen you. 
 

VI. Closing: When you decide to do your best, you'll feel fantastic. You'll be a 
testimony to the Christian life. But it's a matter of choice. Be wise enough to 
follow God and see what awesome work He'll do in your life. 
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Scripture Text 
 

1. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-16 

6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after 
the tradition which he received of us. 

7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves 
disorderly among you; 

8 Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and 
travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 

9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow us. 

10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would 
not work, neither should he eat. 

11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working 
not at all, but are busybodies. 

12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. 

13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 

14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be ashamed. 

15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

16 Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord 
be with you all. 
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2. Proverbs 20:4  The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore 
shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. 
 
3. Proverbs 22:13  The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain 
in the streets. 

4. Proverbs 6: 9-11  How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise 
out of thy sleep? 10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands 
to sleep: 11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an 
armed man. 

5. Proverbs 24: 30-34 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of 
the man void of understanding; 31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken 
down. 32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received 
instruction. 33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
sleep: 34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an 
armed man. 

6. Proverbs 10:26  As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the 
sluggard to them that send him. 
 
7. Proverbs 25:19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a 
broken tooth, and a foot out of joint. 

8. Proverbs 19:24 A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so 
much as bring it to his mouth again. 

9. Proverbs 26:16 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that 
can render a reason. 

10. Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

11. I Peter 4:10  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 



The Landmine of Slothfulness – Page 5 
 

Ethan Temple Seventh-day Adventist Church 
4000 Shiloh Springs Road, Clayton, Ohio 45315 

12. Philippians 2: 3-4  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 

13. Colossians 3: 23-24  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

14. Ephesians 4: 1-3 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,2 With all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
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