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Ready or Not 
By: Chaplain Michael Boddie II 

 
Main Scripture:  Matthew 24:42-51 NASB 

42 “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43 But [ai]be 

sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken 

into. 44 For this reason you must be ready as well; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when 

you do not think He will. 

45 “Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his [aj]master put in charge of his household 

slaves, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his [ak]master 

finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his 

possessions. 48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My [al]master [am]is not coming for a long 

time,’ 49 and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and he eats and drinks with those habitually 

drunk; 50 then the [an]master of that slave will come on a day that he does not expect, and at an 

hour that he does not know, 51 and he will [ao]cut him in two and assign [ap]him a place with the 

hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Key Points: 

• Jesus’ second coming is closer than ever. 

o He will not come to this earth for the same purpose of His first advent.  He is 

coming back to get those who have accepted His gift of salvation. 

• Good works, in and of themselves, will not prepare us for Jesus’s second coming.  We 

will be ready if we have a salvific relationship with Jesus Christ. 

o Matthew 7:21-23 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23998ai
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24000aj
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24001ak
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24003al
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24003am
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24005an
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24006ao
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24006ap
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o Ephesians 2:8-10 

o Matthew 25:1-13 

• The concept of “once saved, always saved” is a myth.  A person can backslide and lose 

their salvation.  If we backslide, we are following the pattern of Satan. 

o Isaiah 14:12-25 

• Prolonged expectancy can be discouraging.  However, the Bible makes clear that there 

are signs indicating when Jesus’ return is near.  We can see these signs coming to fruition 

in our world today. 

o Matthew 24:1-14 

 Some of the signs in this passage that we see in the world today are people 

claiming to be Christ, “wars and rumors of wars”, famines, and more. 

• Our number one priority in life should be making sure that we are in right standing with 

God.  There is nothing more important than this.  If we put God first, our lives will be 

blessed. 

o Matthew 6:33 

• God wants everyone to be saved.  Thankfully, it is not too late to choose Jesus as our 

Lord and Savior!  By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we not delay! 

o 2 Peter 3:8-9 

Question to Ponder:  Are you ready for Jesus to return? 

We cannot become ready for Jesus to return merely by changing our actions.  God does not want 

to take people to heaven who “serve” Him solely by going through the motions, because heaven 

would be miserable for them.  God will save people who truly love Him.  He wants a salvific 

RELATIONSHIP with all of humanity.  If you want to have the surety of salvation right now, 
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pray to God and ask Him, by the power of the Holy Spirt, to help you genuinely surrender your 

all to God.  He gets to call the shots in our lives.  There is no greater joy than being in right 

standing with God!     

 


