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FACING THE OBVIOUS CONSEQUENCES 

Scripture: Jeremiah 2:20-37   

I. Wanting To Be Free (2:20-22):    

A It is a deeply human desire to be free. Over time, any 
situation can start to feel like an unwanted burden. God 
expresses, through intricate poetry that Israel is chasing an 
impossible experience.  

i Israel chases every possible relationship they can 
find.  

ii They have turned into an out-of-control version of 
what they were meant to be.  

iii They wish they could restore themselves to their 
former glory 

B Do you ever find yourself in an unrecognizable situation 
from where you used to be and wish you could turn back 
the time?  

II. Leaving a Trail of Consequences (2:23-26) 

A Israel is in denial of their unfaithfulness. Yet, there 

remains clear proof of their actions. Israel can look back at 

the trail they’ve left and learn just how they wound up in 

their predicament.  
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i Israel is compared 

to a camel tripped up 

along the journey 

ii They are 

compared to a wild 

donkey wearing itself 

out in search of a 

mate.  

iii They are in love 

with strangers  

B All of Israel is shamed because their actions are exposed 

and obvious.  

C Has there ever been a time that you had to face the 

shameful truth of your own actions?  

III. Trying to Make Their Own Family (Jeremiah 2:27-29) 
 

A Israel has made Idols out of the world around them, 

trying to find comfort somewhere other than with God 

other than with God.  
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B Israel only turns to God when they are desperate  

i Do you ever act like Israel and only turn to God 

when you’ve hit rock bottom and there is nowhere 

else to turn?  

IV.  Their Experience of God (Jeremiah 2:30-32)  

A God reflects on Israel’s actions and considers how exactly 

they might perceive him. God states the fact that his 

discipline has proven pointless and asks what Israel’s 

opinion of Him is.  

i Israel butchered the 

prophets and rejected 

God’s word.  

ii They acted as if life 

was difficult with God 

iii They rejected the 

Glory of God and 

instead turned to 

worthless things for 

their glory  

B Do you ever feel like life with God is a difficult wilderness? 

Why then do we often go through life forgetting him, acting 

as if he is not there?  

V. Guilty of Being in Denial (2:33-35) 

A God sarcastically compliments Israel. He highlights the 

motivation behind all their actions: Israel has been chasing 
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after love. It is so obvious that others are taking their cues 

from Israel.  

B Israel has stopped at nothing to get its satisfaction. 

Israel is covered in the blood of the innocent. Their twisted 

pursuit for love is so obvious that anyone can see their evil.  

C Somehow, Israel has convinced itself that they are 

innocent. God calls Israel into Judgement, not because they 

are guilty but because they are convinced, they are 

innocent. Probably worse than being wrong, is believing you 

aren’t.  

i Do you ever find yourself in denial of your own 

sinfulness? 

VI. Inescapable Consequences (Jeremiah 2:36-37) 

A  God bluntly proclaims that Israel will not be able to 

escape the consequences of their actions. Turning to others 

will only end the same way it always has, in disaster and 

shame.  

 


