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WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR WATER? 
 
Scripture: Jeremiah 2:1-19  
 
I. Introduction (2:1-3):  The prophecies of Jeremiah span four 
decades and it is often overlooked just how much history occurred 
during his lifetime (1:1-3). It is surprising to know that he began 
prophesying in the reign of Josiah, the boy king. Despite the revival 
of Josiah’s reign, Jeremiah still has the depth of commitment to 
address the deep-seated fallenness of God’s people. In 2:1-3, 
Jeremiah sets the tone by describing the relationship of God and 
his people as a marriage and, as many would agree, no relationship 
can be as incredible or as disastrous as marriage.  
 
II. The Opening Case (2:4-5) 

A In Chapter 1:15-16, Jeremiah describes the future of Israel 
as an ongoing court case before the whole world. In an 
incredible act of vulnerability, God’s first question is 
regarding himself. He wants to understand why his love 
would leave him for something else. The preeminent 20th 
century philosopher A. Heschel once wrote, “What a sublime 
paradox for the Creator of heaven and earth to implore the 
people so humbly!” 

i What are some things people find inadequate about 
God and why?  
ii Do you feel that disappointment with God is still a 
very real experience for people today?  
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III.  Their Past Journey & Present Reality (2:6-8) 
A God recounts their journey to express in stark terms just 
how much they’ve really been through together. God 
brought them through an impossible wilderness that no one 
else could imagine ever crossing. He gave them an incredible 
inheritance and they resort to making it worse than the 
wilderness they’ve gone through.  

i Has God ever brought you through a wilderness that 
everyone else thought was impossible?  
ii How did their defiling of the land begin? (v. 8)  

 
IV.  Shifting Loyalties (2:9-11)  

A God accuses the people of shifting their loyalties. The 
language of God’s plea makes clear that he continually 
argued with them and that he will even continue to quarrel 
with their future generations. He won’t end the conversation 
with his people no matter how outrageous their actions are.  
 
B The people have changed their loyalties, chasing after the 
next desirable system of faith.  

i Do you feel that jumping from trend to trend, 
solution to solution, is still the way most people try and 
find satisfaction in life?  

 
V. Their Water Source (2:12-13) 

A God calls on the majesty of the heavens to be his witness. 
God summarizes the fundamental issue of the people in a 
concise metaphor.  
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B God contrasts the naturally occurring fountain to their 
effort in making broken cisterns.  

i Why do you think people continue to abandon the 
free Source of life in exchange for putting a great deal 
of effort into their own faulty solution? 

 

VI.  Their New Solution Is Their Past Problems (2:14-19) 
A  God presents a poetically embellished description of 
Israel’s present cultural climate. Israel turns to its neighbors 
of Egypt and Assyria as their source for water.  
 

B Their former oppressors are now their idealized role 
models. They allow themselves to be changed by the cultural 
giants of their day.  

i Do you feel that people look to cultural powers of 
today for their life guidance?   

 


