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THE WEEPING PROPHET 

Scripture: Jeremiah 1:1-19  

I. Introduction (1:1-3):  Other than the book of Psalms (which is 
actually a collection of five books) the book of Jeremiah is the 
largest book in the bible. Unfortunately, we typically become 
comfortable with studying only our favorite passages in the bible. 
Yet, the life and ministry of Jeremiah is considered a pivotal time in 
the history of salvation.  Beginning with the Calling of Jeremiah, 
careful study of the book of Jeremiah will contribute to a more 
robust spiritual life.  

 

II. Jeremiah’s Calling (1:4-5) 

A How would you feel having the confirmation that God has 
direct interest in your life? God calls Jeremiah through this 
very familiar passage and expresses the calling in an all-
encompassing way. 

i He knows/understands Jeremiah  

ii He consecrated/sanctified Jeremiah  

iii He placed/positioned Jeremiah  

B Do you feel comforted knowing God is in control of your 
life, understanding you better than you understand yourself, 
making you holy, and fitting you where you need to be?  
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III. Jeremiah’s Response (1:6-7) 

A Why do you feel Jeremiah was resistant to God’s calling? 
Jeremiah responds to God’s calling with hesitation because 
he is insecure in himself. Jeremiah feels that he is too young 
to be a prophet.  

B Personally, what do you feel acts as an obstacle in your 
life, preventing you from fully following God’s calling?  

IV. God’s Solution (1:8-9) 

A God assures Jeremiah that He will be present with him. 
God says that he will deliver or snatch Jeremiah from the 
nations. This promise is reinforced by God reaching out his 
hand to Jeremiah.  

V. Jeremiah’s Task (1:10)  

A God places His word in Jeremiah’s mouth and then 
clarifies the responsibility on Jeremiah’s life.   

i God places Jeremiah over nations and kingdoms  

1 To pluck up and pull down  

2 To exterminate and tear down  

3 To build and plant  

B Jeremiah is tasked with incredible authority over the fate 
of nations. God commissions Jeremiah to reshape the society 
he lives in. God gives Jeremiah a twofold task to deconstruct 
and destroy the rottenness of the world he lives in, but his 
task is not only demolition but also construction. God 
expects Jeremiah to also plant something new.  

C Do you feel that this task to uproot rottenness and plant 
something new is applicable to your life?  
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VI. His First Visions (1:11-16) 

A Immediately, God begins to give Jeremiah visions, asking, 
“What do you see?”  

What are the meanings of these two signs? 

B Prophecy is not always a well understood phenomenon, 
but this passage gives a very concise example of prophetic 
principles.  

i Prophecy can be foretelling or forthtelling.  

ii Prophecy is often communicated through signs, 
dreams, and visions.  

iii Prophecy is only understood through the Spirit (God 
reveals the meaning).  

C The first vision God gives to Jeremiah an act of 
forthtelling to affirm him.  
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D God’s second vision is foretelling the fate of Jerusalem.  

i The Kingdoms of the North will set their seats at the 
gates of Jerusalem.  The city gates served as the court 
of the ancient world. God is declaring that the nations 
of the world will come to judge and execute justice on 
Jerusalem. 

ii  Jerusalem is condemned for… 

1 Forsaking God 

2 Making offerings to other gods 

3 Worshipping the works of their own hands 

iii Many people may feel that they are not at risk of 
forsaking God or making sacrifices to idols, but do you 
feel that worshiping the works of our own hands is a 
common temptation?  

VII. God’s Promise (1:17-19) 

A God declares a very sobering promise to Jeremiah. If 
Jeremiah breaks before the nations, then God will break him 
as well.  

i The responsibility God places on our lives is not a 
light matter.  

B God reaffirms Jeremiah. God declares him a fortified city, 
iron pillar, and bronze wall.  

C Do you feel fortified in the calling God has placed on your 
life?  

VIII. Reflections 


