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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE  

Key Scripture: “10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night 
to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the 
Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for 
they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to 
see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, along 
with a number of prominent Greek women and men.” -Acts 17:10-12 NASB  

 
I. Introduction: It is great to listen to Holy Spirit-filled preaching and 

teaching.  However, we should always cross examine what we hear by 
the Word of God.  We live in a time where many people, even Christians, 
are Biblically illiterate.  In other words, we take everything we hear about 
God at face value because we do not know how to study the Bible for 
ourselves.  One of the great things about God is that He does not only 
reveal Himself to pastors.  He wants everyone to seek to get a deeper 
understanding of Him for themselves.  One of the primary ways that He 
does this is when we engage in Holy Spirit-led Bible study.   

a. “15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word 
of truth.” -2 Timothy 2:15 

 
II. Clarification of Definition: What is the Bible? 

a. “105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
And a light to my path.”-Psalm 119:105 

b. “12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul 
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.” -Hebrews 4:12 

c. “16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”         
-2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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d. “4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God.’” -Matthew 4:4 

e. Main Idea:  The Bible is a love letter from God that reveals His 
character to us and helps us to grow closer to Him, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 
III. Step #1 in Studying the Bible: Ask for the Holy Spirit to illuminate your 

mind to the words He inspired. 
a. “14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually appraised.” -1 Corinthians 2:14 

i. The best way to understand the Bible is to seek consultation 
from The One who inspired the Biblical writers with what to 
write. 

b. Different types of inspiration (not necessarily exhaustive): 
i. Verbal-The Holy Spirit told the Biblical authors literally every 

word to include in the Bible. 
ii. Thought-The Holy Spirit gave the Biblical authors the 

messages to write in the Bible.  However, they were free to 
communicate those messages in their own unique way. 

c. Illumination is a way of enlightening the readers of the Bible to the 
meaning that the Holy Spirit was trying to communicate through 
the Biblical authors. 

d. Step #1 is also important becomes it implies that we have a 
teachable mindset when studying the Bible.  There are some who 
read the Bible just to try to find points to support their 
philosophies.  However, we should read the Bible to gain practical 
knowledge and not just try to prove our points.  The theological 
terms for these approaches are exegesis and eisegesis. 

 
IV. Step #2 in Studying the Bible: Always keep the Big Picture in mind. 

a. “39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 40 and you are 
unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.” -John 5:39-40 

b. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” -John 1:1 
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c. “16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His [e]only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”” -John 
3:16-17 

d. Critical Point:  The entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is 
about God’s love and His mission to save humanity. 

e. Interactive Question: How will it revolutionize your Bible study 
experiences to know that the whole Bible, even the seemingly 
scary or obscure parts, are really just a creative way for God to 
explain His unconditional and salvific love for you? 

 
V. Step #3 in Studying the Bible: Read and make observations of the text, 

including the context. 
a. Everything in the Bible helps add meaning to it.  Therefore, take 

note of punctuation, structures of the passage, repeated words, 
etc… 

b. It is very important to carefully read, not only the main Biblical 
passage that you are studying, but also the verses that connect to 
it that come before and after the passage.   

i. Practical Biblical example: 
1. “9 On the next day, as they were on their way and 

approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop 
about the [f]sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became 
hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were 
making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 and he 
*saw the [g]sky opened up, and an [h]object like a great 
sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the 
ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed 
animals and [i]crawling creatures of the earth and birds 
of the [j]air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, [k]kill 
and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I 
have never eaten anything [l]unholy and 
unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, 
“What God has cleansed, 
no longer consider [m]unholy.” 16 This happened three 
times, and immediately the [n]object was taken up into 
the [o]sky.” -Acts 10:9-16 
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2. If you stop reading here, it sounds like God is 
permitting Peter to eat unclean meat.  However, if 
one keeps reading, the true meaning of Peter’s vision 
becomes clear. 

3. “17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in [p]mind as 
to what the vision which he had seen might be, 
behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, 
having asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared 
at the gate; 18 and calling out, they were asking 
whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was 
staying there. 19 While Peter was reflecting on the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, [q]three men are 
looking for you. 20 But get up, go downstairs 
and accompany them [r]without misgivings, for I have 
sent them Myself.” 21 Peter went down to the men and 
said, “Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is 
the reason for which you have come?” 22 They said, 
“Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing 
man well spoken of by the entire nation of the 
Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for 
you to come to his house and hear [s]a message from 
you.” 23 So he invited them in and gave them lodging.” 
-Acts 10:17-23 

4. What God was trying to communicate through this 
passage is that His gospel is intended for everyone, 
and it was safe for Peter to minister to this centurion. 

 
VI. Step #4 in Studying the Bible: Take note of the universal principles and 

lessons in the Bible that can apply to us today, despite the differences 
between us and the context of the text. 

a. There are a lot of differences between us those in Biblical times.  
For example, we have differences in mode of transportation, 
geographical location, language, customs, and more.  However, 
there are also some similarities, such as our character, 
personalities, tendencies, etc…Thus, we should look for principles 
from Biblical stories that we can apply to ourselves today. 
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b. Interactive Questions:  What are some to the differences between 
us and Jesus’ twelve disciples?  What are some or our similarities 
with them?  What lessons can we learn from them to apply to our 
lives today? 

 
VII. Step #5 in Studying the Bible: Ask the Holy Spirit to help you apply what 

you learned to your life and share your new revelations with others. 
a. “22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers 

who delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a 
mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has 
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, 
not having become a forgetful hearer but [z]an effectual doer, this 
man will be blessed in what he does.” -James 1:22-25 

b. ““19 [Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.””-Matthew 
28:19-20 

 
VIII. Conclusion 

a. The Bible is a love letter from God meant to help guide us into a 
closer relationship with Him.  There is nothing wrong with listening 
to other people preach or teach from the Bible.  However, God 
commands us to study the Bible for ourselves, too.  By God’s grace, 
may the general principles of Bible study explained in this 
presentation help us to better understand God’s will through His 
Word.  This is not just for our own sakes, but also so we can help 
others also get a clearer picture of the loving character of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*All Bible verses used come from New American Standard Bible 1995 (NASB 
1995)  


