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LOVING CORRECTION 
 
Scripture: Leviticus 19:17-18  
 

17 ‘You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your 

neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor 

bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.’ (NKJV)  

 
I. Introduction: The postmodern ideal is self-actualization; frequently this 
implies pursing our deepest wants without regard for the constraints of social 
expectations. It is the modus operandi to prioritize personal interests and 
desire with little regard for the communal consequence. Often people justify 
their individualism through the ‘love principle’: “If you really love me, you will 
let me do what I want.” It is common for that ‘love’ to be used to excuse our 
individualism. Yet, the second greatest commandment clearly indicates that to 
love means to correct.  

  
II. Why is love often used as an excuse?  

A. Love is sacrificial and longsuffering – and some might seek to 
manipulate this aspect of love in order to escape immediate 
consequences  

B. Love in western culture is romanticized as the pursuit of passion.  

C. Since God is love, the devil makes great effort to pervert our 
understanding of love. It is watered down till it becomes so vague that it 
could mean anything.  

D. No one wants to be accused of being a hate-filled person.  
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III. What are actions of love?  

A. To not hate – to not be filled with contempt in our inner being. 

B. To correct - love is used to correct our neighbor and those within our 
community.  

C. To prevent us from sinning - love safeguards our community from 
incurring guilt.  

D. To deny our imperfect retribution – love prevents both active and 
passive forms of retribution.  

E. To affirm one another and ourselves - love exists in the space 
between our interactions, we love even as we love ourselves.  

F. Love is a quality of God – this law is reasoned from the very nature of 
God.  

 
IV. How is correction connected with love? 

A. If you hate your neighbor, you refrain from correcting them. 

B. If you love your neighbor, you will correct them without seeking 
retribution.  

 
VIII. Conclusion: This law of love exists to establish the basic expectations of a 
loving community. The life of the community is contingent on love, and failure 
to lovingly correct within the community serves to spread the consequences of 
sin further. To love is to edify and transform the community according to the 
nature of God. 

 

 

 


